Kevin Sakai
2510 W. 178th St.
Torrance, CA 90504
americaneagleguy328@yahoo.com

August 14, 2010

Mrs. Fran Morris-Rosman
Executive Director – Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
ella@ellafitzgerald.com

Dear Mrs. Morris-Rosman,

Hello, my name is Kevin Sakai and I am entering my senior year at North High School in Torrance starting in the fall. This summer, I am playing the alto saxophone in JazzAmerica and wanted to thank you for supporting this great music program. Without supporters such as yourself, we could not have this free music education made possible for young musicians. 

This year is my second year with this program and in these two years I have learned many things about jazz playing. At my school, we don’t get these kinds of jazz education like we receive in JazzAmerica. Improvisation is one of the things I’m weak at. But when I am at JazzAmerica with great musicians and instructors like Roger Neuman and Richard Simon, I learn more and more about new things I never knew about improvisation. One of the different things we had this year with this program was performing with our fantastic jazz singer, Ashley Searles. I have never done something like playing behind a vocalist and it was definitely a great experience.  Performing at Central Avenue was actually nerve wrecking and nice at the same time because at this festival there are so many jazz enthusiasts that they expect great jazz playing from us. For me personally, I was nervous about my solos because I thought about if I make a mistake in my improvisation or not swinging the eighths. But these concerns went over my head when the crowd has been so supportive after each song.  Participating in this program has been great this summer and I have enjoyed it very much as well as the other kids. Thank you very much for helping out this program to be a successful one.  Hopefully more and more students hear about this wonderful program and join next year to make it another great, educational year. 

Every summer I look forward to JazzAmerica because I get the opportunity to play alongside with fantastic jazz musicians around southern California. For me I believe that playing alongside with good musicians will make me a stronger musician as well. Somewhere in the future I want to be a musician of some sort. This experience with JazzAmerica has helped me out a lot to get to that future dream.  Thank you very much for your kindness.

Sincerely,

Kevin Sakai
